THE UNRELENTING STRUGGLE

are not to be frustrated. We shall, of course, make every effort in
our power. The defeat of the U-boats and of the surface raiders
has been proved to be entirely a question of adequate escorts for
our convoys. It would be indeed disastrous if the great masses of
weapons, munitions and instruments of war of all kinds, made with
the toil and skill of American hands, at the cost of the United States,
and loaned to us under the Aid to Britain Act, were to sink into
the depths of the ocean and never reach the hard-pressed fighting
line. That would be a result lamentable to us over here, and I
cannot believe that it would be found acceptable to the proud and
resolute people in the United States. Indeed, I am now authorized
to state that ten United States Revenue cutters, fast vessels of about
2,000 tons displacement, with a fine armament and a very wide
range of endurance, have already been placed at our disposal by
the United States Government and will soon be in action. These
vessels, originally designed to enforce prohibition, will now serve an
even higher purpose.

It is, of course, very hazardous to try to forecast in what direction
or directions Hitler will employ his military machine in the present
year. He may at any time attempt the invasion of this Island.
That is an ordeal from which we shall not shrink. At the present
time he is driving south and south-east through the Balkans, and
at any moment he may turn upon Turkey. But there are many
signs which point to a Nazi attempt to secure the granary of the
Ukraine and the oilfields of the Caucasus and thus to gain the
resources wherewith to wear down the English-speaking world.
All this is speculation. I will say only one thing more. Once
we have gained the Battle of the Atlantic and are certain of
the constant flow of American supplies which is being prepared for
us, then, however far Hitler may go, or whatever new millions and
scores of millions he may lap in misery, he may be sure that, armed
with, the sword of retributive justice, we shall be on his track.
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